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South Asia Trip

April/May 2014
Exciting…
International Community
School in Singapore

2
National University of
Singapore Students

2

Don’t Miss This!
First stop on my 3-country
tour was Bangladesh. This
country is predominantly
Muslim, yet the Church of
the Nazarene is thriving in
amazing ways. We spent 3
days training leaders from
various internal ministries,
including children’s,
women’s, Jesus Film,
Church, and more. They

ministry in Bangladesh, so
several of the people
actually held multiple
positions. These leaders
enthusiastically embraced
learning through story.
Challenges with
translation were
conquered as I developed
a new question set, which
really engage everyone!

operate a very integrated

Women’s Self-Help
Group

3
Indonesia Insights
4

Bibletrekking.org
Leadersaudiobible.com

Thoughts from the Bangladesh Leaders
Once he understood the process, one of
the key Jesus Film team coaches said,

“We will use this to teach others all over
Bangladesh. This will work!”

“Every Jesus Film team needs to be
trained to use this model!”

(several leaders shared this thought over
the 3 days of training…)
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Singapore: City of Opportunities!!!
The International Community
School is a Christian school
nestled into a neighborhood
amid the hustle and bustle of
this urban sprawl. I was
privileged to speak to several
student groups during the week,
including chapel for elementary,
middle and high school, as well
as middle and high school Bible
classes.
While all of the classes shared
favorable responses, the middle
school classes were the tops!
Students in this school represent
more than 20 nations, all over
Asia. This speaks tremendously
of the potential for the seeds that
were planted there in this pliable
young hearts.

Through these times
of gathering around
the stories in the
Bible, we
encountered the
reality of God in the
midst of a quite
varied society.
There are various
cultures, faiths,
practices,
expectations all
pressing on these students.
It was exciting to see them wrestle
with, then discover truths in the
stories, that moved their minds and
hearts closer to Jesus!
The Bible teachers were especially
pleased to have a tool that so
effectively captured their student’s
attentions.

I want to ask you to
personally pray for these
students, especially the 8th
grade boys. I believe God will
use our time together to spur
this special group of young
men to shake their world. I’m
believing that by faith – will
you join me?!

Singapore: University Students Shine!
Saturday afternoon provided an opportunity to
meet with a rather stellar group of very
intelligent students from one of the top
universities in all of Asia, many of them PhD
candidates. If there were any questions about
how effective this discovery based model of
investigating Bible narratives can be…this
group became a glowing testimony to the
powerfulness of interactive discovery!
Several made the extra effort to come to another
meeting on Sunday afternoon – and brought
friends as well!

Some of the university students
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Bangladesh: Women’s Self-Help Group
On Saturday, we traveled north, visiting some
(CDCs) Children’s Development Centers, the
graduation of the first group of women in a
new tailoring school and a Women’s Self-Help
Group. These are creative efforts initiated by
(NCM) Nazarene Compassionate Ministries. All
of these efforts are woven into the fabric of the
outreaches of the Church of the Nazarene in
Bangladesh.
I was impressed with the numbers of people
being cared for and assisted with such
devotion.
For me, a true highlight of the entire trip was
when I was given the opportunity to share a
Bible story with the women at the Self-Help
Group. They have already proven themselves
quite capable – as they have learned to save
money, make loans to each other, start small
businesses, grow vegetables for their families,
raise their children better – and earn the respect

of the husbands, who often times, have
joined in to help their wives. These women
are changing the face of daily existence in
their communities. I shared the parable of the
talents with this group of Muslim and Hindu
women. They were very enthusiastic in the
following discussion! So many women
eagerly shared what they learned from this
Bible story, even though they had never
heard it before!
I closed by saying that this same Jesus, who
used to live on earth and now lives in
heaven, will be coming back one day, to find
those who have been faithful in using their
talents to help others, just as we saw in the
story. They loved it.
As soon as we finished a woman piped up:
“Do you have more stories?!”
Yes, yes we do!
3
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How Does this
all work?

Partners!

My first ever trip to Indonesia was very
interesting. I’ve never seen so many motorcycles
in one place!
The Nazarene students and staff that I was
privileged to teach there were a sheer delight.
They did not really understand what they were
coming to participate in at first but they FULLY
engaged in a BIG way!
I learned a lot while training them to engage in
Bible stories. Cultural adaptations were made as
the Spirit led all of us. Many insights were shared
in the small groups over our 3 days of training.
Professors saw firsthand the value of Bible
Trekking as the students repeatedly expressed
their intense excitement about learning in this
way.
One professor publicly suggested that I should
come back to teach for a month!
I told him, “Only if my wife can come!”
{These trips are great – but the one thing that
would make them better would be having Becki
there as a personal part of the ministry!}
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Some of you may be
wondering just how it that
we seem to be in so many
places – doing so many
wonderful things?
Have we hit the lottery? Are
we wealthy? Is the General
Church funding this?
We are only able to do all of
this wonderful ministry
because YOU partner with
us both in prayer and

To Donate:
web.nazarene.org/goto/Ray_Neu

Or By Mail
General Treasurer
17001 Prairie Star Parkway
Lenexa, KS 66220
Mark Check for Ray Neu
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The MAINE Event: District Training
The end of April found both
Becki and I in the beautiful
state of Maine at a combined
SDMI, NYI, NMI convention.
We discovered wonderful
receptivity among people
who were so excited to
discover for themselves how
simple yet powerful it is to
share together around God’s
Bible stories.
Enthusiasm grew from one
session to the next, in
workshops and plenary
sessions. All ages participated

equally and enthusiastically.
Every meal and break time,
we were hearing how excited
they were to be learning such
a powerful system for taking
another look at the stories
they’ve always known – but
now – they know what to do
with those stories!
Sunday found the same
eagerness at the Belfast CoN.
We were blessed to be used
by God, “Especially in
Maine!”

“I’ve been teaching for
over 40 years and this is
the best thing I’ve ever
seen!”
- Convention participant

Coming Next Month:
South Africa, Ethiopia, Kenya and USA
Ray & Becki Neu
7518 Cody St. Apt. 10
Shawnee, KS 66214
Email
rbneu7@gmail.com
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